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The Transmutation of Islam 

from Civilisational Religion 

to Religio-Political 

Ideologies

Islam as Civilisational 

Religion (Pre-20th

Century)

 Focus personal salvation in 
relation to God

 Rationality & Knowledge

 Ethics & Spirituality

 Science & Technology

 Economy & Industry

 Cosmopolitanism & 
Dialogue

Islam as Religio-

Political Ideologies 

(Since 20th Century)
 Focus on societal control in relation to 

power & politics

 Rhetoric & Emotion

 Activism & Movement

 Totalitarianism

 Legalistic – “Hudud”

 “Islamic-ness”

‘Political Islam’

‘Islamic Activism’

‘Islamism’

‘Islamic Revivalism’

‘Islamic State’

‘Islamic Reformation’

Middle-East 

Origin

‘Fundamentalism’

‘Radicalism’

‘Extremism’



The Transmutation of Islam from Civilisational Religion to Religio-

Political Ideologies in 1400 Years of History

571M

800-
1258M

1511M

1909M

1928M

1973M

2001M

2013M

1300 YEARS OF CIVILISATIONAL RELIGION

100 YEARS OF RELIGIO-POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES

Dictatorship

Violence

Oppression

Hijacking

Demonstration

Revolution

Agitation

Suicide Bombing

Civilian Attacks

Knowledge

Governance

Spirituality

Economy

Architecture

Bayt Al-Hikmah

Al-Hambra

Middle-East 

Origin

1979M

1967M


