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Countering Violent Extremism 

•  1.	  Countering	  Violent	  Extremism	  (CVE)	  represents	  an	  evolving	  
response	  to	  the	  problem	  of	  extremist	  violence	  that	  is	  more	  
holis<c	  that	  prior	  approaches,	  	  

•  2.	  Working	  both	  upstream	  and	  downstream	  of	  problems	  	  

•  3.	  Working	  collabora<vely	  across	  community	  groups.	  	  It	  involves	  
diverse	  government	  and	  community	  stakeholders	  iden<fying,	  
developing,	  and	  implemen<ng	  	  
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CVE 

•  4.	  Progressive,	  non-‐coercive	  measures	  to	  work	  with	  
vulnerable	  individuals	  and	  groups	  to	  deflect	  and	  dissuade	  
them	  from	  using	  violence	  to	  achieve	  ideological,	  religious	  or	  
poli<cal	  goals.	  	  

•  5.	  At	  the	  same	  <me	  it	  seeks	  to	  reintegrate	  into	  mainstream	  
society	  individuals	  and	  groups	  that	  have	  become	  radicalized	  
and	  involved	  in	  violent	  extremism	  by	  facilita<ng	  their	  
disengagement	  from	  social	  networks	  and	  paMerns	  of	  behavior	  
that	  draw	  them	  into	  extremist	  violence.	  
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Radicalization 

radicalization is a social process  



Understanding what goes wrong 
•  In	  order	  to	  develop	  effec<ve	  interven<ons	  it	  is	  essen<al	  that	  we	  

first	  understand	  what	  goes	  wrong	  

•  Individuals	  radicalize	  and	  become	  engaged	  in	  violent	  extremism	  
for	  a	  variety	  of	  reasons	  but	  three	  broad	  elements	  are	  generally	  
involved:	  
–  Iden<ty	  reorienta<on	  through	  joining	  radical	  social	  networks	  
–  Cogni<ve	  radicaliza<on	  and	  the	  embracing	  of	  radical	  
narra<ves	  	  

–  Transgressive	  behavior	  and	  the	  crossing	  of	  thresholds	  of	  
criminal	  ac<vity	  
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Interventions 

•  Interven<ons	  need	  to	  address	  each	  of	  these	  three	  elements	  

•  Not	  every	  program	  needs	  to	  address	  all	  three	  elements	  but	  
for	  an	  overall	  CVE	  strategy	  to	  be	  effec<ve	  all	  three	  need	  to	  be	  
addressed	  

•  Ideally,	  agencies,	  families	  and	  community	  groups	  need	  to	  
each	  address	  every	  element	  but	  it	  is	  natural	  that	  emphases	  
will	  vary	  according	  to	  opportunity	  	  
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The importance of social networks 

•  Social	  networks	  are	  generally	  more	  influen<al	  in	  radicaliza<on	  
than	  ideology	  

•  Ideology	  is	  usually	  a	  second-‐order	  mechanism	  used	  to	  
legi<mate	  violence	  mo<vated	  by	  the	  issues	  of	  concern	  to	  the	  
social	  network	  
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Implications for CVE 

•  CVE	  efforts	  are	  strategically	  best	  focused	  on:	  	  
–  Restoring	  broken	  networks	  with	  society	  

–  Using	  new	  networks	  to	  wean	  poten<al	  perpetrators	  away	  
from	  those	  networks	  promo<ng	  violence	  

–  Reestablishing	  networks	  to	  reestablish	  a	  sense	  of	  
belonging	  in	  society	  	  

–  Paying	  aMen<on	  to	  virtual	  networks	  explored	  and	  
experienced	  online	  
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Radicalization and CVE	  

§  There	  has	  been	  much	  confusion	  about	  what	  it	  means	  to	  be	  
'radical'	  and	  the	  process	  of	  becoming	  'radical'	  	  

§  The	  concern	  of	  CVE	  is	  primarily	  those	  individuals	  and	  groups	  
that:	  
§  Espouse	  radical	  ideologies	  and	  
§  Believe	  in	  using	  violence	  
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'Radicalization’ vs (dis)engagement 

•  'Radicaliza<on'	  suggests	  a	  steady	  process	  of	  ra<onal	  convic<on	  
and	  embracing	  	  a	  new	  iden<ty	  
–  it	  is	  seldom	  so	  simple	  	  	  

•  Some	  argue	  that	  it	  is	  beMer	  to	  talk	  of	  engagement	  with	  violent	  
extremism	  rather	  than	  radicaliza<on	  	  
–  and	  disengagement	  with	  violent	  extremism	  rather	  than	  de-‐
radicaliza<on	  	  	  

•  This	  is	  a	  very	  useful	  correc<ve,	  up	  to	  a	  point	  
–  but	  radicaliza<on	  remains	  	  vitally	  important	  	  
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Emotion and passion	  
•  Far	  from	  being	  'ra<onal	  actors'	  we	  are	  all	  -‐	  the	  'normal'	  as	  well	  

as	  the	  'extreme'	  -‐	  inclined	  to	  make	  choices	  based	  more	  on	  
emo<on	  than	  on	  cool,	  ra<onal	  assessment	  

•  But	  we	  also	  feel	  compelled	  to	  explain	  and	  jus<fy	  our	  choices	  in	  
ra<onal	  terms	  

•  So	  it	  is	  with	  those	  engaged	  with	  violent	  extremism	  

•  Iden%ty	  –	  both	  iden<<es	  given	  to	  us	  by	  circumstance	  and	  
iden<<es	  that	  we	  choose	  –	  lies	  at	  the	  core	  of	  this	  emo<onal	  
aMachment	  



Identity and social context 

•  Our	  emo<onal	  responses	  are	  substan<ally	  shaped	  by	  our	  
social	  rela<onships	  and	  our	  sense	  of	  self	  and	  of	  belonging	  to	  
a	  community	  

•  Our	  sense	  of	  self	  -‐	  our	  iden<ty	  -‐	  is	  very	  much	  a	  product	  of	  our	  
social	  context	  /	  networks	  

–  Both	  actual	  and	  imagined	  



Social Networks (1.) 

•  Social	  networks	  
–  Lone	  actors	  are	  very	  rare	  
– Most	  home	  grown	  terrorists	  have	  significant	  in<mate	  
social	  networks	  -‐	  o_en	  within	  their	  families	  -‐	  shaping	  and	  
mo<va<ng	  them	  

–  Virtual	  communi<es	  are	  very	  important	  –	  even	  for	  genuine	  
lone	  actors	  –	  to	  a	  sense	  of	  self	  
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Australian	  extremist	  networks	  
Michael	  Bachelard	  The	  Age	  9	  May	  2015	  



Australian	  recruits	  to	  Syria-‐Iraq	  
Mark	  Schliebs,	  The	  Australian	  6	  June	  2015	  



Social Networks (2.)  

•  Migra<on	  –	  leaving	  and	  cleaving	  
–  Radicaliza<on	  generally	  involves	  breaking	  (some)	  old	  
rela<onships	  and	  forming	  new	  ones	  

–  This	  process	  is	  o_en	  witnessed	  by	  the	  broader	  community	  
and	  generally	  raises	  concerns	  

•  Travel	  
–  Radicaliza<on	  o_en	  involves	  physical	  travel	  to	  a	  conflict	  
zone	  (it	  always	  involves	  a	  virtual	  journey)	  

4 Aug 2015 AISH Essential Dynamics of CVE 21 



The imagined warrior 



Radicalization (1.) 
•  Radicaliza<on	  

–  Normally	  years	  in	  the	  making	  
–  Seldom	  occurs	  in	  isola<on	  

•  It	  always	  involves	  a	  virtual	  community	  and	  usually	  a	  
physical	  community	  

•  Cogni<ve	  radicaliza<on	  (the	  embracing	  of	  extremist	  ideology)	  is	  
only	  one	  part	  of	  radicaliza<on	  
–  And	  by	  itself	  does	  not	  usually	  lead	  to	  violent	  ac<vism	  
–  But	  violent	  ac<vism	  usually	  involves	  a	  degree	  of	  cogni<ve	  
radicaliza<on	  	  
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Radicalization (2.) 
•  Personal	  failure	  

–  Those	  most	  drawn	  to	  violent	  extremism	  are	  young	  men	  
– Most	  struggle	  with	  a	  sense	  of	  personal	  failure	  

•  Redemp<ve	  narra<ve	  
–  Terrorists	  (unlike,	  say,	  school	  shooters)	  embrace	  a	  jus<fying	  
poli<cal	  narra<ve	  

–  This	  redemp<ve	  narra<ve	  holds	  the	  appeal	  of	  transforming	  
personal	  failure	  into	  socially-‐recognized	  success	  
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